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History

What has the Project accomplished so far?

 ■ Organized a sponsorship program for nuns at Dolma Ling, Shugsep, Geden  
Choeling, and Tilokpur as well as many living on their own in retreat, that  
provides them with food, shelter, medical care and education.

 ■ Built Dolma Ling Nunnery and Institute of Higher Studies in Dharamsala,  
a model non-sectarian institute that combines traditional religious training  
with modern cur riculum. Dolma Ling currently houses nearly 200 nuns and  
will eventually serve 275.

 ■ Established an intensive 13-year course of study, so the nuns are now  
studying to attain the Geshe degree, the equivalent of a doctorate in  
Buddhist philosophy.

 ■ Established Shugsep Nunnery in India, a Nyingma nunnery that preserves 
special traditions of ritual practice and study.

 ■ Trained nuns as basic health care workers.

 ■ Initiated income-generating projects designed to make the nuns financially  
selfsufficient, including tailoring/weaving, papermaking, and horticulture.

 ■ Funded the annual inter-nunnery debate session, a tradition once reserved  
only for monks. 

Who runs the project?

The unsalaried director and Co-Directors of the Tibetan Nuns Project are RinchenKhando 
Choegyal, who also has served as Minister of Education in the Tibetangovernment-in-exile; 
Dr. Elizabeth Napper, an eminent Tibetan scholar, who has lived inDharamsala since 1991, and 
Ven. Lopsang Dechen, an ordained nun who resides at Geden Choeling nunnery and along 
with Dr. Napper and Mrs. Choegyal oversees the program daily in Dharamsala.

A governing body is made up of members of the Tibetan exile community. Classes are taught 
by Tibetan lay teachers, who earn modest salaries and by monks. Volunteers fro around the 
world instruct nuns in subjects ranging from English to horticulture. The sponsorship program 
is administered by a small, U.S. registered 501©3 office in Berkeley, CA.

What is the Tibetan Nuns Project?
The Tibetan Nuns Project (TNP) was founded in 1987 to provide food, shelter, 
medicine, and education for Buddhist nuns who have fled to India to escape 
oppression,imprisonment and torture by the Chinese, who now occupy Tibet.  
Today the Projectsupports over 500 nuns, ranging in age from 14 to 84, in five 
different nunneries in northern India.

How did the Project come to be?
A group of sixty-six refugee nuns suddenly arrived in Dharamsala, India, home of the 
Tibetan government-in-exile. They had walked over the Himalayas, and were ill and 
exhausted. Existing nunneries were already overcrowded. The Tibetan Women’s 
Association organized emergency assistance to provide their basic needs and TNP 
was formed to find a long-term solution to the problem of how secure housing, 
medical care, and, most importantly, education for refugee nuns. TNP created a 
sponsorship program,reaching out to people and foundations around the world.

Why is the Project important?

 ■ Because the brave women who arrive in India seeking religious 
freedom and simple survival have no other means of support.

 ■ Because when their studies are complete, these nuns will fill an 
important role as teachers, both in the nunneries and throughout the 
Tibetan exile community.

 ■ Because the Chinese government continues to engage in the 
systematic destruction of Tibetan culture and religion, and the Tibetan 
Nuns Project is helping to preserve them.

 ■ Because the Project is dedicated to improving the educational level 
and status of ordained women within the Tibetan community, so that 
a culture whose very survival is threatened can make use of all its 
human resources as it struggles to maintain its language and religious 
heritage, and to keep a clear moral compass as it comes into contact 
with the modern world.

Background



CONTENTS OF EXHIBIT
 ■ 18 unique images

 ■ 18 matching caption plates (short descriptive explanations associatedwith each image)

 ■ 2 duplicate images (for promotional use)

 ■ 3 Text Plates (an introduction and “call to action” that serve as bookends for the exhibit)

 ■ Information literature: TNP brochures, newsletters, sponsorship information, etc.

 ■ Decorations for gallery and/or other venues – prayer flags, posters, etc.

 ■ Travel cases with wheels

 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXHIBIT
 ■ All images are printed at 20” by 25” on professional Fuji Archive paper

 ■ All images are mounted on “Gator-Board” and protected with thin, black metal frames

 ■ All frames are professionally wired

 ■ All images are coated with UV protective materials

 ■ All caption plates and large text plates are fi tted with‘“Velcro” 

 ■ Path Of Promise can be displayed on easels or mounted on a variety of wall surfaces.

 ■ All finished, framed images are light, highly portable, and easy to “hang.”

Tour Sponsors

Tibetan Nuns Project would like to extend a very special thanks to Jeff Davis of Lumen Photography 
(www.jeffdavisphotography.com); Vanessa Dina for Graphic Design; Calypso Printing; Transpak; and 
especially all the volunteers who have helped to make the viewing to date possible.

For information on how to sponsor the Path Of Promise  
exhibit in your area please contact:

Debi Goldman,  
Tibetan Nuns Project, U.S. Office

Tel: (510) 647-3423  
Fax: (510) 548-3785 
Email: tnpusa@igc.org

Feedback Path of PromiseTour Dates Path of Promise

Path of Promise combines an overview of the history, mission,  
programs, and goals of the Tibetan Nuns Project (TNP) with eighteen 
stunning images that offer an intimate glimpse into the daily experience of 
thededicated women TNP serves. Central themes include: academic and 
spiritual development, critical thinking,community engagement, cultural 
preservation, self-sufficiency, and leadership.

The exhibit is designed to enhance understanding, build awareness 
and outreach, and assist in fundraising for TNP.

Path of Promise was produced by Jeffrey Davis, a documentary  
photographer and media producer based in San Francisco, California. 
His work appears in websites, magazines, newspapers, calendars,  
public galleries,museums, libraries, and other venues.

“We must have more compassion and forgiveness in this world.” – Rose Tucker, Vancouver BC

“Inspiring human beings!”  – R. Boardman, Wodonga, Victoria, Australia

“Thanks for bringing these inspiring photos to Vancouver. Having visited Dolma Ling  
they made me want to return and be of service there again.” – Anonymous, Vancouver BC

“Amazing how much work they [the nuns] put in and determination they have after all the things 
they have been through. Thank you very much!” – Stephanie Wilburn, W. Vancouver, BC

“Beautiful people, beautiful photographs.” – Wayne Ross, Vancouver BC

“Well deserved and very powerful!” – Jeska Slater,Vancouver, BC

“Please come to Victoria!” – Loreen Gardner, Victoria, BC



For more information, please call 415-567-9707, email Jeff’s at travelerjeff@yahoo.com  
or visit www.jeffdavisphotography.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:  
Debra Goldman, Tibetan Nuns Project US Office
2288 Fulton St. #312 
Berkeley, CA 94704

Tel: (510) 647-3423  
Fax: (510) 548-3785
Email: tnpusa@igc.org

Fact SheetFeedbackFact Sheet

Jeffrey A. Davis
Through his work with photography, writing, and speaking, Jeffstrives to positively 
impact heart-felt local and global issues and sharethe beauty, mystery, and power 
found in our diverse cultural andnatural world. His wilderness images allow us to 
touch andexperience raw, stunningly beautiful places. His evocative portraitsand 
short stories from indigenous communities in Africa, Asia, and South and North 
America heighten understanding, empathy, compassion, and appreciation for 
diverse cultures and communities.

His documentary projects provide an intimate window to view,reflect, and engage. 
Jeff’s images are published in magazines, websites, newspapers,calendars, 
catalogs, and other venues. Recent exhibits of his workwere presented at San 
Francisco Art Commission’s “City HallGallery,” Stanford University’s CIT, The Moat 
Gallery at Vancouver’sPublic Library (in conjunction with Desmond Tutu’s and The 
DalaiLama’s visit 
to Vancouver), and Telluride’s MountainFilm Festival.Upcoming exhibits include the  
San Francisco International Airportand The Banff Centre in Alberta, Canada.

 
Over the last twenty years, Jeff traveled and worked in close to fortycountries. 
He now lives and bases his photography studio in SanFrancisco, California where 
he serves as a “big brother” and supportsa variety of non-profit organizations in 
Board, fundraising, and othervolunteer capacities. Jeff graduated with honors from 
Stanford University in 1983 and Harvard University in 1989.

How is the project funded?

The Project is funded by donations from individuals and organizations, including the 
Heinrich Boll Foundation of Germany; the Norwegian Tibet Committee Women’s 
Group and the Norweigian organizations Fodus and Norad; the Swedish foundation 
Soir-IM; the Catholic Relief Service-India Program; the Rigpa Foundation of London; 
the Hershey Foundation and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Money is also 
generated by the sale of calendars and handmade products such as bags and 
greeting cards produced by the nuns. 

What are the Project’s Future plans?
Future plans include the completion of Dolma Ling Nunnery; the rebuilding of 
Shugsep Nunnery; meeting the basic needs of newly arrived refugee nuns; and 
expansion of current education and self-sufficiency programs.

Biography


